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Remembering a Woman Warrior: Professor Lin Bao Guei
[ cannot recall the first time I met Professor Lin, but I know
we began working together in the early 1980s. At that time, she
was teaching at National Changhua University of Education in
Changhua, a city where my grandfather had a beautiful home and
where I often spent time. , the city where my grandfather had a
beautiful home and where I often spent time. Later, her
distinguished professional career brought her to Taipei and to
the National Taiwan Normal University. Over the years, I
developed a long and meaningful relationship with the Department
of Special Education at that university. For decades, Professor
Lin and I remained in close communication and collaboration,
united by our shared commitment to improving the quality of life
for people with special needs.
Professor Lin was a true pioneer in the field of special
education. She worked tirelessly and selflessly until the very
end of her life. She was not only a respected scholar and
educator, but also a beloved mentor, guide, teacher, and friend.
Many regarded her as the Mother of Special Education in Taiwan.
[ affectionately called her “Professor Treasure” ( “bao bei” )
because I felt deeply that she was an extraordinarily precious
person. Her devotion to individuals with special needs was

unwavering. She gave of herself generously and selflessly, and
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she treated her students with both discipline and respect. Long
before equal opportunity became a widely embraced principle,
Professor Lin was already advocating for i1t with courage and
conviction. She laid the foundation for the development of
special education, teacher training, and professional practice
in Taiwan.

Professor Lin earned the admiration and respect of countless
individuals who dedicated their lives to improving the quality
of life of people with disabilities and their families. She was
truly a woman warrior, moving fearlessly forward in her mission
to ensure that communication is recognized as a fundamental
human right. She believed passionately that every individual,
whether communicating through pen and paper, sign language, or
computer technology, deserved the opportunity to express
themselves in whatever way best met their needs. In this domain,
she was unquestionably a pioneer.

She embodied resilience, determination, and compassion. Her life
defined what it means to be relentless in the service of others.
The loss of Professor Lin is shared by all of us whose lives she
touched. She served as a mentor to so many, and I consider
myself fortunate to have been among them — and even more
fortunate to have been her confidante and friend. Over the last
half century, we shared many opportunities to communicate,
collaborate, and learn from one another. I cited her work and
referenced her research in my own publications because [ deeply

believed in her philosophy and vision.
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Today, I remain committed to carrying forward the torch she 1it.
She 1gnited a flame that continues to burn brightly through the
work of those she inspired. May she rest in peace, and may all
of us continue to sing the song she sang and carry the torch she
carried.

[ will always hold Professor Lin in my heart and remember her as

an exceptional and truly extraordinary human being.
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