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The Effects of Wait Time Strategy Integrated into Augmentative and Alternative
Communication System on Communicative Competence of Elementary School
Student with Severe and Multiple Disabilities

Yu-Hsin Wu Pao-Hsiang Chi

Ren-Ai Elementary School Department of Special Education
National Taipei University of Education

Shwu-Jiuan Wang Ya-Hui Yang

Department of Special Education Department of Special Education
National Taichung University of Education National Changhua University of Education

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effectiveness of wait time strategy integrated
into augmentative and alternative communication system intervention on communicative competence
of elementary school student with severe multiple disabilities. The participant was an elementary
student with severe and multiple disabilities. Single-subject research across situation with multiple
probe design was used in the study. The independent variable was communication book combined
with the wait time strategy, and the dependent variables were the communication behavior of the
student who use communication book to express his needs across three situations: "self-study time",
"lunch time", and "motor function class”. Data were collected based on three phases : baseline,
intervention, and maintenance. Visual inspection and C statistics were conducted for data analysis.
At the end of the intervention, questionnaires and interviews were used to examine the social validity
of this study.

Results of this study were summarized as follows:

1. Wait time strategy integrated into the communication book teaching for the student with
severe and multiple disabilities results in immediate and maintainable effects in self-study
time.

2. Wait time strategy integrated into the communication book teaching for the student with
severe and multiple disabilities results in immediate and maintainable effects at lunch time.

3. Wait time strategy integrated into the communication book teaching for the student with
severe and multiple disabilities results in immediate and maintainable effects in motive
function class.

4. Results of interviewing with parents, primary caregiver and the participant’s teacher all
indicated that this research exhibited a high social validity.

Keywords : augmentative and alternative communication system, severe and multiple

disabilities, wait time strategy, communicative competence
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