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The professional development of students in Special
Education Department: A case study of Lingnan

Normal University

Chi, Chao-An
Professor
Department of Special Education,

Lingnan Normal University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the students’ needs of professional

development in special education pedagogy, and to compare the professional

development of genders and grades. The participants were 141 students in the

Department of Special Education of Lingnan Normal University.

The questionnaire was edited by "questionnaire Star", and the results are

summarized as follows:

1.

The specialization of students in the Department of Special Education of Lingnan
Normal University is below 3.0.

The students’ needs of professional development, on average, are above 3.0.

There is no significant difference between male and female in the degree of
professional satisfaction and the demand of professional development.

The professional satisfaction of students is significantly increased with the grade
year.

There is no significant difference in the professional demand among students of

different grades.

Key words: Professional development, Special Education
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The Learning Effects of Elaboration Strategies
Instruction on Five-Character Quatrain Poems for
Junior High School Students with Intellectual
Disabilities

Huang, Han-Wen Lu, Tsui-Hwa
Self-Contained Special Class teacher Associate Professor
New Taipei Municipal Xintai Junior Department of Special Education,

High School National Taipei University of Education

Abstract

The purpose of the study explored the learning effects on Five-Character Quatrain
Poems by applying the elaboration strategies instruction on three junior high school
students with intellectual disabilities. This research adapted the single subject, A-B-M
design. The participants were three junior high school students with intellectual
disabilities. In this study, three participants received elaboration strategies instruction
of learning five-character quatrain poems and learned one five-character quatrain
poems a week. A self-developed research instrument “Assessment of the five-character
quatrain poems” was administered for the participants by the researcher. The data was
analyzed by visual inspection techniques. The researcher also interviewed and collected
the opinions from participants’ special education class teacher. The data also revealed
the social validity in the study. The results of the study were as follows:

(1) The study had immediate effects on five-character quatrain poems learning.
(2) The study had maintaining effects on five-character quatrain poems learning.

(3) The students’ comprehension performance of the five-character quatrain poems was
better than their reciting performance of the same poems.

Based on the results of the study, the researcher proposed recommendations for
teaching and future research.

Keywords: elaboration strategies instruction, junior high school students with
intellectual disabilities, five-character quatrain poems, learning effects
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Abstract

The purpose of this single-subject withdraw experimental study is to examine the
effects of learning with assistance dog program on improving the speech intelligibility
and language comprehension ability. The participant of this study was an elementary
school fourth-grade student with hearing impaired. The participant’s speech
intelligibility and language comprehension ability were assessed by the "Chinese
Language Articulation Checklist" and "Revised Language Assessment Scale for
School-age Children". The "Language Sample Analysis", "Language Comprehension
and Expression Assessment Scale" were used to observe the dynamic changes of the
participant’s communication skills. ~All data were analyzed by visual inspection. The
parents’ satisfaction with the intervention program was evaluated using a feedback
questionnaire. The results of this study indicated that the intervention program of
learning with assistance dog resulted in enhanced and retained effects on “speech
intelligibility”. Both the immediate and retained effects of the intervention program
were positive and substantial for the participant. The enhanced and retained effects
on “Revised Language Assessment Scale for School-age Children” were found as well.
Both the immediate and retained effects were positive and substantial for participant.
The parents of the participant believe that learning with assistance dog program were
positively helpful to their child in terms of speech intelligibility and language
comprehension ability. The intervention program of learning with assistance dog on
the speech intelligibility and language comprehension ability was effective on students
with hearing impairments. Based on the main findings, the teaching methods for
elementary students with hearing impaired and for the further research were suggested.

Keywords: Assistance dog program, Speech intelligibility, Language comprehension,
Hearing impaired
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