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B R S BB T FERAFFEH LT nR S (Jette, 2006; World Health
Organization, 2001) ° ¥2v 4 33 g (aphasia) dean o g EsE % 40 (Augmentative and
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The Effectiveness of Training the Stroke with Non-Fluent Aphasia
to Use Augmentative and Alternative Communication-
Case Report

Hung-Wen Yu Ting-Fang Wu Ban-Shiun Lei
Mackay Memorial National Taiwan Normal Mackay Memorial
Hospital University Hospital
ABATRACT

Purpose: Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) is increasingly applied in
clinical aphasia rehabilitation because it has been proven effective at enhancing the
communication skills and efficiency of people with aphasia. To support the clinical application
of AAC in treating people with non-fluent aphasia after a stroke, this study explored the
effectiveness of training the stroke with non-fluent aphasia to use the AAC. Subsequently, the
accurately completed percentage of communicative sentences of communication situations
and the generalization outcomes were investigated.

Methods: This study adopted a multiple probe single-subject design to investigate the
effectiveness of training a participant with non-fluent aphasia after a stroke to use the AAC.

Results/Findings: After the participant used the AAC, the following results were obtained: (1)
the participant exhibited significant improvement in the accurately completed percentage of
communicative sentences of the tested situation, and the training effectiveness was
significantly maintained; (2) the participant exhibited good generalization effect. The
participant and primary caregiver were satisfied with using the AAC.

Conclusions/Implications: In a clinical therapeutic setting, the AAC can exactely help the
participant with non-fluent aphasia after a stroke to express communicative sentences. The
training effectiveness of using the AAC was influenced by individual cognitive function,
function of upper extremity and personal traits.

Keywords: augmentative and alternative communication, stroke, non-fluent aphasia
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